EUROPEAN COMMISSION 



DIRECTORATE-GENERAL HOME AFFAIRS 



Directorate A: Internal security 

Unit A.1 : Crisis management - Terrorism 

Head of unit 



Brussels, \ fl NOV. 2914 

home.a. 1 .dir(20 14)4035676 - AreaUoN) 3fcZ X\ 



Mr T J Mclntyre 
UCD Sutherland School of Law 
University College Dublin 
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland 



Subject: 



Your request for access to documents - Ministerial Dinner with IT 
Companies 



Dear Mr Mclntyre, 

Thank you for your mail of 3 1 October, in which you request information concerning the 
Ministerial meeting held on 8 October with IT companies. 

This meeting was an informal ministerial dinner, organised by Commissioner Cecilia 
Malmstrom and Minister Angelino Alfano. It brought together EU Member States' 
Ministers of Home Affairs and senior representatives of Google, Facebook, Twitter and 
Microsoft. The event was part of the forum announced by the Commission in its 
Communication from 15 January 2014 on preventing violent extremism, to discuss the 
challenges posed by the terrorist propaganda on the Internet. 

The participants discussed various possible ways of addressing the challenge. 

Being an informal meeting, no specific document has been prepared for the event. 
However you will find below the link to the press release statement published following 
the event. 

http://europa,eii/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-304_en.htm 
Yours sincerely, 
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European Commission 
Statement 

Luxembourg, 9 October 2014 



Joint statement Malmstrom - Alfano on the informal 
Ministerial dinner with IT companies 

Yesterday evening, Commissioner Cecilia Malmstrom and Minister Angelino Alfano hosted 
an informal ministerial dinner, which brought together EL) Member States' Ministers of 
Home Affairs and senior representatives of Google, Facebook, Twitter and Microsoft. The 
event was part of the forum announced by the Commission in its Communication from 15 
January 2014, to discuss the challenges posed by the terrorist propaganda on the 
Internet. 

The timing of the meeting coincides with the heightened online propaganda efforts 
directed at the Western audience by terrorist organisations operating in Iraq and Syria. 

The participants discussed various possible ways of addressing the challenge. It was 
agreed to organise joint training and awareness raising workshops for the representatives 
of the law enforcement authorities, Internet industry and civil society. 
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